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Fenestrated Endovascular Grafts  
  
 EFFECTIVE DATE  04/22/2009 LAST UPDATED 06/01/2010  
 
 

Description: 
 
Category III CPT codes specifically identify the use of fenestrated grafts allowing extensions to be 
added into the visceral branches of the abdominal aorta. The use of visceral extension prosthesis is 
reported separately from the use of the fenestrated graft since the number of visceral extensions may 
vary from 1 to 4, based on the aneurysm anatomy. 

The Zenith Fenestrated AAA Endovascular Graft is currently under investigation as part of the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approval process. Although clinical trials are currently in progress, 
there is little current published literature. Grafts for the treatment of abdominal aortic aneurysms 
involving the visceral arteries have not yet received approval from the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration. Preliminary results of the use of a fenestrated graft in 22 patients were reported in 
2004. This report suggested that the use of such a graft was technically challenging but feasible, and 
that data on more patients with longer follow-up are required to determine the long-term safety and 
effectiveness of the device.1 At this time endovascular grafts for abdominal aortic aneurysms  are not 
covered as they are not approved by the FDA. 
 
Medical Criteria: 
Not applicable. 
 
Policy: 

Category III codes for endovascular grafts involving visceral branches for abdominal aortic aneurysms 
are not FDA approved, and therefore are not covered. 
 
Coverage: 

Benefits may vary between groups/contracts. Please refer to the Evidence of Coverage, Subscriber 
Agreement, Benefit Booklet, or RIte Care Contract for Contract Exclusion services. 
 
Coding: 

The following category III CPT codes specifically identify the use of fenestrated grafts that allow 
extensions to be added into the visceral branches of the abdominal aorta. At the present time, these 
grafts are not FDA - approved, and are therefore not covered. 
 
0078T 
0079T 
0081T 
 
Also known as: 
Zenith Fenestrated AAA Endovascular GraftRelated topics: 

Published: 
Provider Update, September 2009 
Provider Update, August 2010 

This medical policy is made available to you for informational purposes only. It is not a guarantee of 
payment or a substitute for your medical judgement in the treatment of your patients. Benefits and 
eligibility are determined by the member's subscriber agreement or member certificate and/or the 
employer agreement, and those documents will supersede the provisions of this medical policy. For 
information on member-specific benefits, call the provider call center . If you provide services to a 
member which are determined to not be medically necessary (or in some cases medically necessary 
services which are non-covered benefits), you may not charge the member for the services unless you 



have informed the member and they have agreed in writing in advance to continue with the treatment 
at their own expense. Please refer to your participation agreement(s) for the applicable provisions. 
 
This policy is current at the time of publication; however, medical practices, technology, and knowledge 
are constantly changing. BCBSRI reserves the right to review and revise this policy for any reason and 
at any time, with or without notice. 
 

  Back to Previous Page 
 


